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Frequently& Infrequently Ask Questions: 

 

Cover Crops - Double Crops & Rotation Questions 

 

1. We have dairies that utilize wheat silage. Why is wheat silage not allowed under the small grains 

program? 

In the development of the program, we discussed this specific scenario and if wheat silage is the current 

practice we are not implementing any change on the acres that are likely to be receiving manure.  So, if 

they are cutting wheat silage in May, they would likely be applying manure in May and trying to get a full 

season corn or corn silage crop on those acres.  We are trying to move that manure application window to 

July-Sept 15th.  Additionally, we are trying to encourage the use of manure on acres that are currently not 

under this rotation on that dairy operation and looking to utilize additional acres for spreading.   

 

2. Can we force producers to use a cover crops after double crop soybeans so we have winter cover?  

You can certainly encourage producers to plant an overwintering cover crop but cannot require them to do 

so after a double crop. There would not be many cover crops that would meet the seeding establishment 

dates because most double crops are harvested in November if not early December. Additionally, with the 

double crop soybeans, they have met the criteria for having a second crop in the field, as long as they 

maintain residue until March 1st. 

 

3. Why are we not forcing producers to use overwintering species?  

There are several reasons, for most of the area corn typically follows wheat, the producers do 

conventional tillage and then leave little residue to protect the soil.  It is our intent that by having a Sept. 

15th seeding deadline we have enough growth from our cover crops to have plenty of residue going into 

winter. This will help protect the soil and we believe this is better than the alternative of compared to 

conventional tillage and leaving the soil uncovered.  Several overwintering cover crops , such as cereal 

rye, are grasses when followed by corn, which may create a green bridge for disease and pests. 

 

4. If incorporation is not required can producers plant cover crops first so that manure can help with 

establishment?  

Yes, this would be a good practice for establishing a crop and getting moisture in the summer.  Setbacks 

required per 590. 

 

5. If the clover is already frost seeded into standing wheat are those acres eligible?  

Yes, clover could be seeded while topdressing nitrogen, but that clover must be maintained until March 

1st until the following year to meet the criteria. 

 

6. Producers typically harvest wheat, and they grow Sorghum Sudan grass and harvest it for forage.  

They are interested in the program, but I doubt if we can get wheat harvested, and get forages 

planted by July 5th.  Has any consideration gone into the seeding date of sorghum sudan grass 

being lengthened? 

All seeding dates are recommendations from the Ohio Agronomy Guide 15th Ed. and Ohio NRCS 

Appendix A.  These dates provide ideal conditions for optimum growth.  Seeding after these dates may 

reduce growth and not provide desired economic incentive by planting after this date.  We will allow 

seeding after these dates but it will be up to the district to determine if establishment is adequate. 
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7. The Hessian Fly free date is in-between September 22-28 in the WLEB. Would this mean if a 

producer wanted to seed wheat as a cover crop after their small grain crop they would be ineligible 

due to the inability to meet this requirement with the September 15th seeding date requirement?  

While we may not be so concerned about Hessian fly killing cover crops, we should consider the risks of 

providing a host for Hessian flies to start building populations and increase the risk for future crops. We 

do not recommend seeding wheat cover crops prior to the Hessian Fly free date, but we would allow it. 

Manure Application & Soil Testing Questions 

 

8. Why is there is a discrepancy between the tables in 590 and the Division of Livestock 

Environmental Permitting (DLEP) Setback tables? 

There was some confusion between the Setbacks supplied in the Criteria for Small Grains Seeding & 

Establishment and the setbacks in the 590 Standard. 

Our Criteria States: All fields shall have setbacks identified on a map and must meet NRCS 590 

Standard Nutrient Management  

Any manure stockpile must meet the setback criteria in O.A.C 901:10-2-14  

 

We put O.A.C 901:10-2-14 in the criteria document to address the fact that it is difficult to find the O.A.C 

901:10-2-14 on the DLEP website and 590 is readily available.  We are fully aware that the DLEP 

requirements differ from the 590 Standard.  That being said the setbacks for the application field must 

meet the 590 standard, not the DLEP Standards. 

 

9. Does manure need to be incorporated?  

No, the manure does not need to be incorporated but it is a good practice to reduce environmental risk, 

especially with liquid manures.  Setbacks are required per 590. 

 

10. On a grid soil test field are we supposed to average the P values for the field in determining if the 

application can be made?  Will be difficult to VRT manure spreader of a grid here and there that 

exceeds 150 ppm P.  What about Zone testing? 

Yes, we want grids to be averaged up to 25 acres for fields within the field. Fields should be created to 

make manure applications practical for application.  We are assuming most manure applications cannot 

be variable rated applied.  Zone testing would be fine if zones do not exceed 25 acres. 

 

11. Does the producer have to provide a soil test now, or could they wait until later?  (i.e. A producer 

wants to wait to do a soil test until after harvest and use that to determine the manure application.) 

They would have to have the soil test prior to the manure application, the rate would be determined by 

that soil sample using the Manure Application Guidance Tool.  Everything has to be done by Sept. 15th.  

So as long as they can get it done after harvest they would be eligible. 

 

12. We have not seen this Manure Application Guidance Tool where is it? We will make it available 

shortly 

Residue Management Questions 

 

13. Maintain residue until March 1st.  Is there length requirement of stubble or % of coverage/crop 

residue remaining? 

There is no height requirement for stubble after Sept. 15th, Stubble/residue/growing plant must not be 

tilled after Sept. 15th.  There is no requirement for percent residue as some cover crops will degrade 

naturally throughout the winter. 
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14. If we can double crop beans can we hay or graze these acres as long as we have a height 

requirement? 

Grazing of double crop forages or cover crops will be allowed until September 15th to allow some residual 

growth.  Grazing is not allowed after the September 15th. 

 

15. Is there a stubble height requirement?  

No, but residue must be maintained.  Oats and some other cover crops will likely be non-existent by 

spring but tillage cannot be done on eligible acres. 

 

16. Can still harvest clover in September but apply manure after the clover harvest and before 

September 15th? 

Yes, the clover could have manure applied and be harvested or baled if it was prior to September 15th. 

 

17. Can these acres be strip tilled?  

As long as they can complete it by September 15th 

Contracts – Enrollment – Other Questions 

 

18. When does signup start/end?  

Now to June 1st, 2019 for small grains established in the Fall of 2018.  The districts should take name, 

acres, phone number, time/date for producers planning on establishing a small grain this fall.  We do have 

a limited amount of acres and this program is a first come first serve basis. 

19. Can we sign landowners up in another county, or if the land is in another county they will have to 

work with that specific district?  

We would strongly encourage participants to work with the SWCD where the Working Lands Small 

Grains Program will be located since this agreement requires several onsite verifications over the next 

year, it would be more efficient if the agreements were managed by the District where that land is located. 

We understand there may be extenuating circumstances in some cases, so in rare cases, the Agreement 

with the Cooperator may be with their “home” District.  

 

20. Can we pay out on shares?  

We would not recommend the districts agree to shares under a single contract.  If they can split acres into 

2 or more contracts that is how we would recommend handling this situation, but we do not recommend 

writing multiple payment checks under a single contract.  

 

21. We do not need agreement from landlords for next year?  

This is between the landowner and the producer, communication is key. 

 

22. Can acres enrolled in small grains also be enrolled in the hay buffer program?  

It depends on the specifics of the scenario, generally, the buffer seeding would not qualify as the double 

crop or cover crop so they would be ineligible for one practice or the other. 

 

23. Can these acres be enrolled in NRCS programs that have 590 on them?  

No, in the agreement it states that they are not receiving payment from another Farm Bill program for 590 

or similar practices which would include but not limited to Nutrient Management 590, Crop Rotation 328, 

or Cover Crop 340. 
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24. I have a producer whose EQIP contract is ending this year would he be eligible for the Small 

Grains program? 

If the producer has completed all the requirements for their EQIP contract and received payment for those 

practices prior to the small grains crop being established, then that producer would be eligible for the 

program.  If any payments for Nutrient Management 590, Crop Rotation 328, or Cover Crop 340 have not 

been paid or the contract is not complete than those acres would not be eligible for the small grain 

program. Work with your District Conservationist to determine if any fields will be under contract to 

determine eligibility. 

 

25. Any guidance regarding Beehive yet? 

We will be adding the Working Lands Small Grains BMP into Beehive shortly.  

 

 


