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2021 Request for Grant Proposals

• Ohio’s 2021 Award
• Eligibility: Recipients and Crops
• Funding Priorities
• Grant Proposal Timeline
• Application 
• Review Process: ODA & USDA
• Award Requirements: Reimbursement 

and Reporting 
• Q&A
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• Each state department of agriculture is eligible to receive an 
estimated base grant of approximately $250,000 and an additional 
amount based on the average of the most recent available value of 
specialty crop cash receipts in the state and the acreage of specialty 
crop production in the State (Census of Agriculture). 

• In 2020, Ohio received nearly $600,000 in total funding for projects 
and administrative costs. 

• This year, the amount could be much higher with the addition of  
Emergency Coronavirus Relief Act of 2020 funds: $100 million in 
addition to Farm Bill baseline funding for FY’21 of $75 million. 

• Hopeful that amounts will be announced as soon as possible by 
USDA.

Ohio’s 2021 Grant Allocation: 
Amount TBD



What is a 
Specialty Crop?

Specialty crops are defined in 
law as “fruits and vegetables, 
tree nuts, dried fruits and 
horticulture and nursery 
crops, including floriculture” 

A full listing of approved 
specialty crops is available at:

https://www.ams.usda.gov/se
rvices/grants/scbgp/specialty-
crop

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop
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Eligibility Requirements

• Non-Profit/501c3
• Project must benefit more than one or provide profit to more than one single 

organization, institution or individual. (Private Individuals & Entities are not 
eligible)

• Applications for grant funds should describe how the project potentially 
affects and produces measurable outcomes for the specialty crop industry 
and/or the public. 

• Clear profit and employment opportunities for the specialty crop industry will 
be given a higher rating during the review process. 

• States are encouraged to prioritize and expand funding to projects that are 
supported by and address the needs of U.S. specialty crop growers. 
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• Water Quality
• Enhancing food safety;
• Improving the capacity of all 

entities in the specialty crop 
distribution chain to comply with 
the requirements of the Food 
Safety Modernization Act. 

• Investing in specialty crop 
research, including research to 
focus on conservation and 
environmental outcomes;

• Developing new and improved 
seed varieties and specialty crops;

• Pest and disease control;

• Increasing child and adult nutrition 
knowledge and consumption of 
specialty crops;

• Improving efficiency and reducing 
costs of distribution systems; and 
sustainability.

• (NEW) Addressing COVID 19 
impact on specialty crop industry

• Any additional state specific issues 
identified in Ohio’s stakeholder 
meeting.

2021 Funding Priorities
States are encouraged to develop projects pertaining to the following issues 
affecting the specialty crop industry:
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2021 Specialty Crop Block Grant Timeline
Grant Proposal Process

SCBG Stakeholder Meeting TODAY

Request for Proposal Released March 1, 2021, 12:00PM

Applications due to ODA April 15, 2021, 5:00PM

SCBG Committee review and selection Pending: May 3, 2021, time TBD

ODA submits state plan to USDA for approval 
(Pending USDA deadline announcement) May 2021

Award

USDA approval (anticipated) September 2021

ODA issues approval letters to successful applicants 
and initiates contracting October 2021

Project work can begin (anticipated) November 2021

Project end date September 2023

Latest project end date upon approved extension 
request September 2024



Application Process

• On-line Application & RFP available on March 1 @ Noon
https://www.agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/mar
kets/resources/SCBG
• Meet USDA and Ohio’s RFP Guidelines
• Follow application format and do not leave anything 

blank. 
• Under Expected Measurable Outcomes & Indicators 

o Must choose at least one outcome and one 
indicator

o Marketing proposals MUST choose the first 
Outcome

o Misc. Outcomes must be USDA approved 

https://www.agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/markets/resources/SCBG
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/markets/resources/SCBG


Application Process Cont.

• Must provide 25% grant match, which 
can be cash, in-kind, or a combination.

• Submit completed application to 
SCBG@agri.ohio.gov
by 5pm EST on Thursday, April 15, 2021. 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/markets/resources/SCBG
mailto:SCBG@agri.ohio.gov
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Acceptable vs Unacceptable Projects

Examples of Acceptable Projects
• A non-profit organization requests funds to demonstrate the viability of organic small fruit 
production and partners with Cooperative Extension to publicize the working model of 
diversification to other regional growers.

• A farmer partners with an ag commodity group to apply for a project to erect high tunnels on 
his/her property to extend the growing season of tomatoes and lettuce. The farmer then 
conducts multiple field days and farm tours to encourage other small family farmers to adopt 
the production methods. (Although this would be considered an acceptable project, it may be 
scored lower without clear benchmarks for how many other farms would be reached and 
benefited by this project.

Examples of Unacceptable Projects
• A company requests grant funds to purchase starter plants or equipment used to plant, 
cultivate, and grow a specialty crop to make a profit or to expand production of a single business 
or organization.

• A single specialty crop organization requests grant funds to market its organization so that it 
can increase its membership.



• Promotional items, swag, gifts, prizes, 
memorabilia, and souvenirs

• Coupons/Incentives
• Equipment (no purchase or lease to 

own.) 
• Indirect Expenses
• Aquaponics

Not Acceptable: A project to study whether lettuce or 
tomato produced the highest yield of tilapia is not 
acceptable.

Acceptable: A project to compare the quality of lettuce 
grown in water to lettuce grown in a greenhouse is 
acceptable.

Funding Restrictions



Unallowable 
Costs 
(Cont’d): 
Marketing 

• Unallowable for costs designed solely to promote the image of an organization, general 
logo, or general brand rather than eligible specialty crops.

• A promotional campaign to increase sales of “OHIO/COUNTY Grown” Corn is acceptable 
while increasing brand awareness of “XYZ Grown” generically is not.

• Promoting tomatoes while including an organization’s logo in the promotion is 
acceptable, while generally promoting an organization’s logo is not.

• Promotional items could say “Buy OHIO/COUNTY Grown Apples” but not “XYZ Grown”, 
which promotes XYZ generically.

• A promotional campaign to increase producer sales of “OHIO/COUNTY Grown fruits and 
vegetables” is acceptable while increasing membership in  “OHIO/COUNTY Grown” 
generally is not.



Fixed Amount Subawards Allowable with prior written approval from 
USDA. A pass-through entity may provide subawards based on fixed 
amounts.

Printing and Publications Allowable to pay the cost of preparing 
informational leaflets, reports, manuals, and publications relating to 
the project; however, printing of hard copies is discouraged given the 
prevalence of electronic/ virtual publication means.

Trade Shows, Meeting Rooms, Displays, Demonstrations, Exhibits 
Allowable when solely promoting specialty crops: 

• Supporting a portion of a national conference that is not specific to specialty 
crops is not allowable, while supporting a session on specialty crops at a 
national conference that is not specific to specialty crops is allowable.

• Funding an “XYZ Grown” booth at a specialty crop-specific venue where all 
exhibitors in the booth are specialty crop producers is allowable but funding 
an “XYZ Grown” booth at a non-specialty crop specific venue is not allowable.

Allowable Costs (conditionally)



ODA Review Process

ODA staff reviews applications for eligibility requirements 

Review Panel meets to select projects for funding 
(tentatively scheduled for May 3, 2021) 

Recommendations made to ODA Director 

Applicants notified of pre-approval 



USDA Review Process

State Plan due to USDA in May, exact date TBD

USDA will take a few months to review & may have 
additional questions

USDA gives final approval on Ohio’s state plan & individual 
projects

ODA will notify applicants of final decision



Approved Proposals 

• DUNS Number
• ODA drafts project contract for signature
• Projects cannot begin until contract has been 

signed by all parties
• Expected start date for projects is November 1
• W-9 and Vendor Information Form to ODA if you 

are not yet a State of Ohio vendor.
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Ohio’s SCBG Reporting 
Requirements

• Progress Reports are submitted to ODA quarterly. 

• Recipients are required to submit a progress within 30 days after each reporting period 
ends. The progress report is used to identify milestones, results achieved, success stories, 
potential concerns, and other pertinent information, such as program income. 

• The quarterly report template is available online at: 
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/markets/resources/SCBG

• Annual and Final Reports are due on December 1 of each year during your grant period.

• Final Report must be approved before final reimbursement is processed 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/markets/resources/SCBG


Reimbursement Requests 

Reimbursements are submitted quarterly with progress reports, as 
needed. 

Reimbursement form available on ODA’s SCBG resource page.

Supporting documentation for both the reimbursement and match is 
required with the reimbursement request.

Must follow State’s Travel Rules

Payment is made directly to grantee.
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Questions?

Contact:
Ashley McDonald

Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Coordinator

SCBG@agri.ohio.gov
614-728-6206

mailto:SCBG@agri.ohio.gov
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