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I hope each of you had a nice holiday season. As we look toward 2018, we are commi� ed 
to working with you, se�  ng goals and keeping this program strong.

It takes a lot of � me, research, manpower and resources to stay ahead of the curve in a 
quick-changing world. At the Ohio Department of Agriculture, we are also adap� ng to 
changes in the industries we represent. Preserving consumer confi dence and protec� ng 
Ohio ci� zens is a shared responsibility among the Ohio Weights and Measures program 
and county and city sealers to ensure that a pound is a pound and a gallon is a gallon. 

Division of Weights and Measures staff  members have been busy providing training 
and assistance to local jurisdic� ons. The department had two-day trainings in June and 
November. A third day was added for new inspectors for the June training. Also in June, 
ODA hosted the FBI and Ohio State Highway Patrol to discuss the skimmer situa� on in 
the state and na� onwide. Skimming devices inside gas pumps 
con� nue to create a huge problem in Ohio. A diff erent type 
of skimmer was found in Belmont County this year. It was 
formed from a cell phone so the criminals didn’t have to return 
to retrieve the device - all they had to do was call to steal 
informa� on. We will con� nue to monitor this situa� on and 
keep you updated. Be on the look out for skimmers during your 
rou� ne inspec� ons and if you are not sure please contact our 
offi  ce for assistance.

In November we hosted a training that covered topics including 
small scales, skimmers, hopper scales, ac� ve aggressor, 
calibra� ons service companies, interpersonal skills and 
monorail scales. At this training we also arranged a tour of Me� ler-Toledo’s manufacturing 
plant where inspectors were able to see a mul� ple dimensional device working. Ohio NTEP 
is the only authorized laboratory to perform NTEP MDMD evalua� ons in the United States. 

The Weights and Measures Division con� nues to monitor complaints as they come in and 
will not allow consumers, businesses or their compe� tors to be at a disadvantage. 

I look forward to another exci� ng year of working with you to uphold our statutory 
responsibili� es and our mission to protect the public and the agriculture industry. On 
behalf of the consuming public, I would like to thank you for your hard work and many 
contribu� ons to the be� erment of accurate weights and measures in the Buckeye State. 
Please accept my best wishes for a safe and happy new year. 

David T. Daniels

Upcoming Events

March 1 - 7
Na� onal Weights 
and Measures Week

January - December
ODA Training
Local Jurisdic� ons

May 21 - 24
CWMA Annual Conference
Springfi eld, IL

July 15 - 19
NCWM Annual Mee� ng
Tulsa, OK 

August 6
ODA New Inspector Training
Reynoldsburg, OH

August 7 - 8
ODA Training
Reynoldsburg, OH

November 13 - 14
ODA Training 
Reynoldsburg, OH 

Governor John R. Kasich     Lt. Governor Mary Taylor Director David T. Daniels

www.agri.ohio.gov 
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From the Desk of the Deputy State Sealer

Here we are beginning another new year full of many 
challenges and more new technology. I hope everyone had a 
safe and wonderful holiday season.

Weights and Measures Division staff  levels have remained 
unwavering even with Joe Morrison’s departure. We were able 
to fi ll that posi� on with Jeff  Gibson so that the NTEP laboratory 
can con� nue with the evalua� ons. 

ODA staff  members have been consistently making rounds 
to local jurisdic� ons in the fi eld, as well as in the laboratory. 
Local jurisdic� ons that have their standards reviewed by the 
department have seen changes in the reports from ODA. 
Correc� on tables must be used with equipment that requires 
temperature to be taken. Should you have ques� ons please 
email tom.buck@agri.ohio.gov.

ODA provided a two-day regional  training to all local 
jurisdic� ons on tes� ng LPG meters. We provided another new 
inspector training day and provided two, two-day training 
sessions on a host of topics provided by you, the inspector. As 
most of you are aware, when you a� end an ODA combined 
training session you are given an index card to complete, le�  ng 
us know what you feel is most benefi cial for you. ODA reviews 
those cards and provides training in June and November based 
on feedback. I would like thank Dave Finck, Tom Buck, Mike 
Kelley, Dan Walker, Ken Johnson and everyone who made those 
sessions a success. ODA held the second new inspector training 
in June which consisted of interac� ve training and will con� nue 
to hold a one-day new inspector training session this August. 

Tes� ng LPG and Vehicle Tank Meters
When you are scheduling tes� ng for truck meters, please 
indicate to the company the date, � me, place and truck 
number registered to your jurisdic� on. If the truck does not 
have a device permit or does not show up please contact our 
offi  ce via email. Placing another truck from another jurisdic� on 
may not be acceptable.  

During the winter months please give the VTM and LPG 
company as much no� ce as possible to help them con� nue 
delivering to their customers. 

Changes in Ohio
The Division of Weights and Measures is s� ll reviewing its 
sec� on of the Ohio Administra� ve Code. Rules that have been 
updated and approved are 901:6-01 and 901:6-04. We are s� ll 
awai� ng approval for price verifi ca� on, 901:6-05 and 901:6-08.  

All proposed and current language is available on our website 
at www.agri.ohio.gov. 

Field schedules are some� mes diffi  cult to keep especially with 
poor weather. ODA strives to maintain an accurate schedule 
once it is set and should local inspectors not be available, we 
will proceed with tes� ng and leave reports at the local offi  ce. 
Should this not be acceptable, a le� er from the County Auditor 
or City Sealer is required to be mailed or emailed to our offi  ce. 

This year found weights and measures in the news more o� en 
than in previous years. Please remember as you do your job 
to be thorough, professional, complete all required reports, 
follow all Ohio laws and rules as well as handbooks 44 and 133 
requirements prior to sealing any device. You are represen� ng 
the jurisdic� on you work for and the public is watching.

Update of New Database
The Division of Weights and Measures and Informa� on 
Technology department are s� ll working hard to complete 
our new database. Currently we are using the new database 
for metrology, NTEP and fi eld inspec� ons. We are currently 
working on the device permit sec� on and hope to have it in 
place by April 2018. Once that is completed we hope to fi nish 
the registra� on of serviceperson and local jurisdic� on contacts. 
Our website is also being redesigned. 

Have a marvelous 2018!
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NTEP News

Metrology News

The Ohio NTEP lab con� nues to be involved with na� onal commi� ees for type 
evalua� on. This be� er serves the industry and the weights and measures 
jurisdic� ons of Ohio. This keeps Ohio on the cu�  ng edge of new technology and 
as a leader in Na� onal and Interna� onal Weights and Measures. This includes 
so� ware a� ached to a commercial device. Ohio NTEP received 90 evalua� ons 
this past year.

The Ohio NTEP lab works closely with Measurement Canada (Canadian Weights 
and Measures) in type evalua� on for indica� ng elements, weighing elements, 
complete scales and developing tes� ng regula� ons for Mul� -Dimensional 
Measuring Devices (MDMD) as well as other devices. 

Currently, Ohio houses the only regulatory standards for MDMDs in the United 
States therefore is the only lab authorized to test MDMDs for NTEP approval. 

Tom Buck, Jeff  Gibson, and Mike Kelley have done a great job in the NTEP 
laboratory.  

Ken Johnson, Daniel Walker, Jeff  Gibson and Tom Buck a� ended the Regional 
Metrology training Oct 16 – Oct 19 in Lansing, MI. Several state metrology 
laboratories and private companies were represented. The training was provided 
by NIST and by members of Mid-MAP. The technical audit was among the many 
items discussed.  

Technical issues, laboratory safety, risk management, control charts review, 
managing data, weight carts, and profi ciency tes� ng were discussed at length 
during the mee� ng.

Congratula� ons to Dan Walker who was named a NIST Metrology Laboratory 
Trainer.

NOTE: We have received various standards in the laboratory that were not 
approved test standards or that were not properly cleaned; therefore we could 
not seal them. We have also received incomplete sets of weight kits. Please make 
sure all standards meet NIST Handbook 105 requirements. Make sure you are 
asking service companies for copies of the calibra� on cer� fi cates and registra� on 
cards.  

If you have any ques� ons, please email tom.buck@agri.ohio.gov or call our offi  ce 
at 614-728-6290.

Important 
Reminders
Customer Survey
Please complete the customer survey 
and return it to us by fax at 614-728-6424 
or  by e-mail to fran.elson-houston@
agri.ohio.gov. This is a requirement for 
the Division of Weights and Measures to 
maintain NVLAP ISO 17025 accredita� on.

Annual Report
The annual report was distributed to 
the county auditors in September and 
December. If you did not receive a copy 
of the report, please contact our offi  ce 
at 614-728-6290 and we will send a hard 
copy or electronic version. Please read 
the report and the instruc� on booklet. 
We are asking you to report in the notes 
sec� on the number of skimmers found 
in your jurisdic� on. The annual report  
results are posted on the department’s 
website at www.agri.ohio.gov for your 
convenience.

Annual Reports are due in our offi  ce by 
January 31, 2018. The report is important 
to both state and local government 
offi  ces. It allows us to present sta� s� cs 
to legislators, industry and the public 
demonstra� ng the vital and valuable 
services that are provided each year.

All Standards Cer� fi ed 
by Ohio Metrology
When a standard is cer� fi ed in Ohio it 
must meet the requirements of NIST 
Handbook 105.  

Please read the calibra� on cer� fi cate 
and it will tell you what the standard was 
cer� fi ed to test. We have had companies 
using standards cer� fi ed for a certain test 
and performing other non-approved tests.

A service company may NOT use 
standards for any other purpose than 
what is listed on their calibra� on 
cer� fi cates. Calibra� ons cer� fi cates from 
WV or IN may be acceptable. Please check 
with ODA if you have any ques� ons. If 
standards are cer� fi ed outside Ohio they 
must be in a state laboratory recognized 
by NIST.

Weights and Measures Week
Na� onal Weights and Measures Week is annually observed  March 1-7. The 
theme for 2018 is “Back to the Basics as we Arrive in the Cloud.” Please check 
the NCWM website to begin planning to publicize the importance of weights and 
measures in your community. Addi� onal informa� on can be found on various 
websites, such as www.ncwm.net.

Last year we did TV interviews with Franklin County media on skimmers, a radio 
interview with Peter Emmonds on AG Today and visited Bremen, Olentangy, 
General Rosecrans, West Muskingum and Freedom Trail Elementary Schools. 
NIST provided rulers  and ODA provided items for gi�  bags. We posted a fun 
weights and measures fact to Facebook each day.

For more informa� on, please call 614-728-6290 or visit www.ncwm.net.
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ODA’s training program had a very successful year.  All 
local jurisdic� ons were off ered training at least once, 
and in most cases more than once. Please check with 
your auditor for 2018 training dates. These dates are 
posted; however, you are not permi� ed to a� end 
another jurisdic� on without prior approval due to 
classes being limited to 20 par� cipants.

David Finck, ODA supervisor, will train local 
jurisdic� ons, weights and measures inspectors as well 
as the Registered Servicepersons Program.

David is a training assistant for NIST. He will travel with 
NIST staff  at various � mes during the year to provide 
training to other state jurisdic� ons.

To accomodate the large number of new inspectors, we 
will be conduc� ng a one-day training for new inspectors 
on August 6, 2018. The combined training will be 
August 7 - 8.

Your auditor, per CAAO, will be no� fi ed as to dates, 
� mes and loca� on for your jurisdic� on. Please check 
with them regarding dates and � mes for your area.
The Division of Weights and Measures is looking for 
coun� es to volunteer to host training.

Please check the dates for registered servicepersons on our 
website www.agri.ohio.gov. Go to Forms and use forms 4300-
003 and 4300-006. 

Ohio serviceperson registra� on is no longer voluntary. Here are 
some important guidelines to follow:

• Applica� ons require a credit card, check or money   
 order for $25.
• Successful comple� on of the test requires a fee of   
 $75.
• Servicepersons must achieve an 80 percent on the test  
 to become registered. 
•  Exams are limited to 15 a� endees per class, and   
 they must be pre-registered. Non-registrants may be   
 asked to re-schedule. Paperwork submi� ed prior to
 si�  ng for the exam must include: applica� on, $25   
 applica� on fee, current equipment calibra� on reports  
 and placed in service reports.
• Exams are held in the Weights and Measures Building.   
 Exams start at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Registered Servicepersons No� ce
• Scale and Meter exams are being off ered each month  
 throughout the year.
• All per� nent paperwork must be submi� ed prior to   
 the exam.
• Payment is due at the � me of the test.
• If a person does not pass, or fails to show up for the 
 test they have scheduled, they will be required   
 to submit another applica� on with an addi� onal   
 $25 fee and take the exam on a make up exam date.   
 Make up dates are held in March, June, September and  
 December.

Servicepersons must renew their cards before they expire. There 
is no grace period. Please check our website for a list of test dates 
— www.agri.ohio.gov/weights. Go to Forms, and use form 4300-
003 and 4300-006.

Credit card (Mastercard, Visa, Discover), check or money order  
made payable to “Treasurer State of Ohio” is due at the � me of 
the exam. No cash is accepted.  

Training Program For Local Jurisdic� ons
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The department will con� nue to keep track of training credit 
hours with sign in sheets, codes or index cards that will be 
given at various � mes throughout the training. If an inspector 
is not present, doesn’t turn in the form/index card with the 
code/training idea or sign the sheet, they will not be issued 
credit for that por� on of the training. If an inspector leaves 
prior to the training being complete, no credit will be given 
for that day.

Ohio Administra� ve Code 901:6-9 states lessons 1-20 must 
be completed within 18 months of hire. From that point 
forward, inspectors must receive eight minimum training 
requirements annually.

ODA is communica� ng electronically as much as possible. 
Training no� ces and fi eld scheduling le� ers are emailed to 
the auditor and inspector, if the auditor provided an email 
address for the department to contact the inspectors. The 
Division of Weights and Measures staff  should be checking a 
random sample of devices regardless of whether they have 
been checked by a service company. The division’s goal is to 
visit each device in the jurisdic� on at least every 18 months.  
Ohio Revised Code 1327-61 (E) states no one shall hinder or 
obstruct any weights and measure offi  cial from performing 
their du� es. Division staff  will make every a� empt to 
accommodate schedules; however, we need to proceed in 
checking devices. An email or le� er must be sent to ODA 
from the County Auditor or City Sealer, otherwise we will 
proceed and leave test reports for you.



The language has been changed and all large 
commercial devices now require a permit. 
Beginning July 1, 2011, all large commercial 
weighing and measuring devices were required 
to have a permit. Below are some frequently 
asked ques� ons regarding the device permit. 
Detailed informa� on is on the department’s 
website at www.agri.ohio.gov/weights.

What is a Device Registra� on Permit?
Ohio Revised Code sec� on 1327.501 now 
requires a device registra� on fee for the 
following commercial devices when they are 
used in assigning the fi nal value of a commercial 
transac� on.
Vehicle Scales   Bulk Rack Meters
Livestock Scales   Vehicle Tank Meters
Railway Scales   LPG Meters

How much is a Device Registra� on Permit?
A device registra� on permit fee is $75 per device 
annually. This now can be paid with a credit card.

Tes� ng a Device Without a Permit?
In 2018, the Division of Weights and Measures 
will not test a device that does not have a device 
permit.

When is a Device Registra� on Fee Due?
Device registra� on fees are due on July 1 of 
each year. Registra� ons received a� er June 30, 
will incur a $20 late fee per device. For further 
ques� ons please call our offi  ce at 614-728-6290.

Device Permi�  ng Fee Visit us on the Web
The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Division of Weights 

and Measures has been working with our Informa� on 

Technology department to have a new database built to be� er 

accommodate our needs. We expect to go live in the fi rst 

quarter of 2018 with the device permit sec� on. The metrology, 

NTEP and device inspec� ons were live in 2017. The fi nal piece 

to be updated will be local jurisdic� on staff  and registered 

servicepersons. We expect this by the third quarter of 2018.

In an eff ort to save money on prin� ng and postage, please visit 

www.agri.ohio.gov/weights for the following informa� on:

Lis� ng of Servicepersons and Agencies

Calendar of Events

Servicepersons/Agencies applica� ons and test dates

Links to NCWM, CAAO, NIST

Weights and Measures Laws and Rules

NTEP worksheets under the forms sec� on

Metrology Customer Survey

Annual Report Summary

Device Permi�  ng FAQ
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Combined Training
Combined training was held at ODA in Reynoldsburg in June and November.   
We had 88 inspectors, four county auditors and one city sealer represen� ng 
60 jurisdic� ons. Hands-on training included small scales, skimmers, hopper 
scales, ac� ve aggressor, calibra� ons service companies, interpersonal 
skills and monorail scales in addi� on to a very informa� ve tour of Me� ler-
Toledo. Please let us know what training you would like ODA to provide for 
you. Thank you to Agent Tae Montgomery, Sgt. Jason Highsmith, Roderick 
Chatham, Bryce Wilke, Tom Buck , Dave Finck, Mike Kelley, and Dan Walker 
for a job well done.

Na� onal Conference on Weights and Measures
The NCWM mee� ng being held in St. Petersburg, Florida on 
January 21 —24, 2018 will focus on:

• Panel discussion on weights and measures in 
agriculture as well as task group on cannabis which 
Ohio is represented.

• Credit card skimmer technical session as well as on-site 
visit. 

• Training and educa� on 
• Fuels and lubricants subcommi� ee
• Weigh-in-mo� on devices
• Packaging  and labeling subcommi� ee
• E-15 labeling at the pump


