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WORKING LANDS BUFFER PROGRAM 

Frequently & Infrequently Ask Questions: 

 
1. Can we sign landowners up in another county, or if the land is in another county they will have to work 

with that specific district? We would strongly encourage participants to work with the SWCD where the 

Working Lands Buffer Program will be located, since this is a 5-year agreement that requires onsite verification 

each year, it would be more efficient if the agreements were managed by the District where that land is located. 

We understand there may be extenuating circumstances in some cases, so in rare cases the Agreement with the 

Cooperator may be with their “home” District.  

 

2. If a cooperator enrolls for the Working Lands Buffer Program this year and cannot install the practice 

until the spring of 2020, when does his 5 years begin? The five-year agreement begins with establishment of 

the practice. In this case in the spring of 2020 and would end in the spring of 2025 with payment made in the 

Spring of 2020 and after inspection in the fall of 2022, 2023 and 2024. 

 

3. Would you say that a contour map needs to be included, or just a map showing the practice area? You will 

need to have a map showing BMP area, documenting that it meets the criteria for a WLBP, in your file. The level 

of detail is up to your district, contour maps or LIDAR maps would be very helpful in documenting this. 

 

4. Does the District need to stake out the area to be tilled and seeded? This type of assistance to the cooperator 

would be ideal, if the cooperator requests your assistance. Ultimately you will be making payments based on the 

measurement of final established acres (minus any applicable existing buffers or right-of -ways).  

 

5. A producer has a 100-acre field on one side of a ridge with a concentrated flow from west to east. There are 

also several areas of the field where, under current tillage practices, gullies have formed. Currently these 

areas do not have established waterways on them. Along with a 300’ average width Working Lands Buffer 

Program on the east side of the field the producer can the producer also install a 300’ average width WLBP 

on both sides of the gullies? Yes, if the buffers on the gullies are filtering/protecting an area of concentrated 

flow. However, the actual gully erosion should be addressed with permanent grass waterways or other BMPs. 

 

6. Producer has a Hay or Pasture field along a ditch, can he enroll it in the Working Lands Buffer Program? 

No, land that is currently in pasture, hay, grass waterway or buffer, etc. is not eligible for enrollment in the WLB 

Program. 

 

7. Can a producer include warm season grasses on his Working Lands Buffer Program acreage? Yes, while 

warm season grasses may not be a preferred forage crop, if the seeding contains at least 50% cool season grasses 

the remainder of the planting can be legumes, warm season grasses, etc. at recommended rates. 

 

8. Will enrolling in the Working Lands Buffer Program have any property tax /CAUV implications? You will 

need to talk to your County Auditor’s office. 

 

9. Will enrolling in the Working Lands Buffer Program have any implications on FSA Cropping History or 

Base Acres for corn or soybeans? You will need to talk to your county FSA office. 

 

10. A producer already has an existing 30 feet CREP Filter Strip adjacent to a stream. How wide can his 

Working Lands Buffer be? He can enroll an additional 270 feet average width of Working Lands Buffer, for a 

total width of 300 feet. 

 


