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Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

The Ohio General Assembly provided the Ohio Department of Agriculture, 
Division of Soil and Water Conservation (ODA-DSWC) with funds to match local 
contributions to Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) at a rate of 93%. 
State match funds increased from $10,429,941 in 2019 to $15,257,146 in 2020.

H2Ohio

H2Ohio is Governor Mike DeWine’s  key initiative to help ensure safe and clean 
water for all Ohioans. The FY2020-2021 budget outlines nearly $170 million to 
invest in this effort for future generations. The Ohio Department of Agriculture 
is working with its sister agencies, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, to implement these funds in an 
impactful way that cover the three areas of agriculture, natural resources, and 
the environment. 

Ohio Soil and Water Phospherous 
Program (SB 299)

Agricultural Pollution Abatement 
Program (APAP)

Agricultural operations are held to a level of operating standards to prevent pollution 
to waters of the state from animal manure, soil sediment and residual farm products. 
The division works through and with Ohio SWCD’s to investigate complaints of 
agricultural pollution at unpermitted agricultural facilities. In 2019, the amount 
of complaints decreased while the amount of violations increased. Additionally, 
the number of penalties issued has increased, enlarging the total amount of fines 
assessed. 
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Signed in 2018, Ohio Senate Bill 299 provided $23.5 million for Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts (SWCD) located in the Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB) for 
nutrient management programs. Three programs have been a success this year, the 
Ohio Working Lands Hay Buffer, Ohio Working Lands Small Grains, and the Voluntary 
Nutrient Management programs.
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Focus for 2020: ODA-DSWC will continue to make agricultural pollution abatement 
a priority statewide and  will continue to issue fines to deter future pollution to 
waters of the state. 

Celebrating 75th anniversary of formation in 2019.     

• Hancock
• Ashland
• Geauga
• Medina
• Licking
• Carroll
• Jefferson

• Knox
• Morgan
• Muskingum
• Perry
• Champaign
• Greene
• Mercer

• Warren
• Adams
• Brown
• Delaware
• Gallia
• Jackson
• Pickaway

Ohio Working Lands Hay Buffer Program
 
• establishes vegetative cover on 

cropland adjacent to streams 
• allows harvest and removal of 

forage in  established areas 
2019 Goal: 1,500 acres
Enrolled: 4,000 acres 

Ohio Working Lands Small Grains 
Program 

• establishes small grains in a crop 
rotation 

• expands the application window for 
manure and fertilizer

• promotes cover crop plantings
2019 Goal: 15,000 acres 
Enrolled: 43,000 acres

Voluntary Nutrient 
Management Plan Program 

ODA is working with 
agricultural retailers 
participating in the 4R Nutrient 
Stewardship Certification 
program to develop and 
verify Voluntary Nutrient 
Management Plans. The 
certified agricultural retailers 
enroll producers and keep 
the plans and all fertilizer 
application records. The 
program was piloted in 2019.
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Focus for 2020: The division will continue to monitor progress of currently funded 
watershed grants as well as the program budget and determine whether a 2020 request 
for proposals will be offered.

Nutrient management is a best management practice that can be implemented 
on every cropland acre. Soil and water phosphorus program funds are being used 
to develop an incentive program to promote the implementation of nutrient 
management plans that match fertilizer applications to the soil and the proposed 
crop at the field level. 

The principal responsibility of the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
(OSWCC) is to ensure Ohio counties are served by effectively administered and 
supported SWCDs. The membership and terms of service on the OSWCC are specified in 
Ohio Revised Code Section 940.02. 
The commission consists of:
• Seven members (Voting): 

 • six appointed by the Governor 
 • one designated by OFSWCD
• Five Ex-Officio members (Non-Voting): 

 • Directors of Agriculture,  
 Environmental Protection,  
 Natural Resources 
 • Vice President for Agricultural  
 Administration at OSU 
 • OFSWCD officer 

• The Chief of the DSWC serves as the commission’s executive secretary. 

Working with Partners9

DSWC works closely with our partners at the Office of Farmland Preservation 
here at ODA. The Office of Farmland partners with landowners, local 
government, soil and water conservation districts and land trusts to 
permanently preserve Ohio farms in agricultural production, strengthening 
Ohio’s number one industry, food and agriculture. 

Since the beginning of the program in 2002, the Office of Farmland 
Preservation has preserved 379 farms, totaling over 64,000 acres. Ohioans 
have permanently set aside 74,585 acres for agricultural production. Thirty-
six SWCDs participate in the program as a local sponsor and/or monitoring 
agents.

Partnerships and Events6

DSWC programs and projects would not be possible without the continued support of 
our conservation partners. 

Ohio Envirothon was held at Franciscan University of Steubenville. Centerville High 
School in Montgomery County placed 1st in the state competition. 

Thank you to Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District for hosting.

State soil judging competition was held in Champaign county. East Knox High School 
in Knox County won both the Urban and Agricultural Soils contest. 

Thank you to Ohio FFA and Ohio SWCDs with site planning and test writing for 
competitions across the state.

The 36th Conservation Farm Family Awards ceremony was held during Farm Science 
Review.  
2019 Winners were: 
• Kurt Farms, Hardin County 
• Brill-View Farms, Lorain County 
• Doug and Beth McConnell, Muskingum County
• Timothy and Lynn Miller, Logan County 
• Fred and Kristy Walter, Hocking County  

Thank you to the sponsors:  Ohio Farm Bureau Federation, Ohio Farmer magazine, 
USDA-NRCS, and OFSWCD. 

2019 Grant Funded Watersheds Management Measures 

Ashland SWCD – Jerome Fork
• Agricultural nutrient management
• Cover crops
• Conservation tillage
• Soil testing

Lake SWCD – Frontal Lake Erie Tribs
• Restore stream and wetland habitat
• Establish riparian buffers
• Promote low impact development 

practices

Paulding SWCD – Lower Auglaize River
• Agricultural nutrient management
• Stream and wetland restoration
• Septic system upgrades
• Soil health practices

Hamilton SWCD – Sharron Creek
• Stormwater infrastructure retrofits
• Residential stormwater practices
• Stream and floodplain restoration

DSWC works closely with our partners at USDA-FSA  to promote two 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Programs (CREPs), the Lake Erie and Scioto 
River Watersheds. 

In 2018, more than 1,500 acres were re-enrolled and 300 new contracts and 
1,300 new acres were enrolled in the Lake Erie CREP.  The Scioto River CREP 
re-enrolled approximately 4,400 acres. 
  
Both CREPs collectively help improve water quality by protecting over 120,000 
acres of environmentally sensitive land with conservation practices. 

2019 Members

Tom Price, Chairperson
Fred Cash, Vice Chairperson 
Bill Knapke
Etta Reed 
Kate Bartter
Kent Stuckey OFSWCD Appointee

In 2019, nine SWCDs submitted proposals for the grant program which provides 
up to $40,000 annually for a three-year grant term. Grant funds support new and 
existing SWCD staff dedicated to completing specific activities which accelerate 
implementation of water quality improvement projects. SWCD watershed staff 
work with local stakeholders to develop detailed watershed project plans to acquire 
funding for implementation. Current watershed program grant recipients are Grand 
Lake St. Marys- Mercer, Killbuck Creek- Holmes, Swan Creek- Lucas, East Fork Little 
Miami-Clermont, Little Beaver Creek- Columbiana, Buckeye Lake- Perry, Cahoon 
Creek- Cuyahoga, Yellow and Cross Creek- Jefferson, and Captina Creek- Belmont.


