
Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission 

February 18, 2015 – ODNR Building E-1 

2045 Morse Road, Columbus, OH 

Approved Meeting Summary 

Call to Order (10:35 am) 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call Commission Members Present 
Chairman Tom Price 
Vice-Chairman Fred Cash 
Larry Vance 
Bill Knapke 

Ex-Officio Members Present 
Kris Swartz 
Mike Bailey 
Russ Gibson 

Additional Attendees 
Dorothy Farris (ODNR-DSWR); Greg Nageotte (ODNR-DSWR); Chad Amos (ODNR-DSWR); 
Liz Cline (ODNR-DSWR); Jeff Ankney (ODNR-DSWR);  Josh Garver (Franklin SWCD); Liz 
Veljanoski (Franklin SWCD); Michelle Lohstroh (NRCS); Brandie Koehler (FSA); Bonnie 
Daily (OASWCDE); Kip Studer (ODNR-DSWR); Mindy Bankey (OFSWCD) 

Welcome 
Chairman Price called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or changes to 
the day’s meeting agenda as presented.  Mr. Cash moved to accept the February 18, 2015 
meeting agenda as presented. Mr. Knapke seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

Chairman Price then asked if there any additions or corrections to the November 12, 2014 draft 
meeting minutes, as presented.  Mr. Knapke moved to approve the November 12, 2014 meeting 
minutes as presented. Mr. Vance seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

Commission Member Reports 

Fred Cash – none 
Tom Price – none 
Larry Vance – nothing other than congratulations to Chairman Price on his 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
Bill Knapke reported – none 



Kris Swartz reported – none 
 
Recognition of Guests and Public Comment 
Chairman Price opened the floor to anyone that would like to provide public comment. 
No public comment was provided. 
 
Executive Secretary Report 
Chief Bailey reported on the untimely death of the son of Ronda Tipton, the chief’s 
administrative assistant earlier in the month. He also reported that the Joint Board Task Force 
would be convening this afternoon in the same room.  
 
Five Appointment requests were presented to the Commission to consider: 
 
A motion was made by Larry Vance to approve appointment of Dr. Christine Mayer to fill the 
vacated seat of Al Johnson of Lucas SWCD.  Fred Cash seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Larry Vance to approve appointment of Rick Jordan to fill the vacated 
seat of Heather Toops of Champaign SWCD.  Fred Cash seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Larry Vance to approve appointment of Troy Najarian to fill the vacated 
seat of Curtis Jones of Fulton SWCD.  Fred Cash seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Larry Vance to approve appointment of George Skidmore to fill the 
vacated seat of Ed Everman of Darke SWCD.  Fred Cash seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Larry Vance to approve appointment of Howard Yoder to fill the vacated 
seat of Karen Story of Madison SWCD.  Fred Cash seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Approval of Joint Boards 
 
Next, the OSWCC considered the approval of one request for joint boards. 
Action: Larry Vance moved to approve the request from Paulding SWCD and Defiance SWCD 
to form a joint board for the Rosedale Road Ditch Project. Bill Knapke seconded. There was 
discussion that it would be nice to have more information in the future on what Districts are 
planning with these projects as far as water quality (ex. One sided, 2 stage ditches, required filter 
strips).   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OSWCC Action and Discussion Items 
 
Legislative Update:  Russ Gibson, Ohio EPA gave an update on the Governor’s executive order 
on open lake disposal of dredged material.  The order deals with possible PCB contaminated 
dredge materials.   Ohio EPA has 120 days to develop emergency rules for the disposal of the 
material.  Brittney Colvin, ODNR Legislative Liaison, updated the Board on current water 
quality related bills.  They are SB1 and HB 61. Primary Sponsors for SB 1 are Senator Randy 



Gardner and Senator Bob Peterson and the Legislation is aimed at combatting toxic algal 
blooms, via restrictions on manure application in northwest Ohio and increased monitoring of 
water treatment plants.  Primary sponsors for HB 61 are Rep. Jim Buchy and Rep. David Hall 
and the Legislation is to generally prohibit the application of fertilizer or manure in Lake Erie’s 
western basin on frozen ground or saturated soil during certain weather conditions, to require 
publicly owned treatment works either to monitor monthly total and dissolved phosphorus and 
the prohibit the disposal of dredged material from Ohio’s portion of Lake Erie.  Brittney noted 
that HB 61 may be modified to look more like SB 1.   Chief Bailey commented that HB 64, 
which is the Budget Bill for ’16-’17 has the same amount budgeted for State Match as the past 2 
budgets at 10.9 million each year of the biennium.  He also noted that the Governor is committed 
to the Soil and Water and water quality. 
 
Franklin SWCD Request for Exemption:  Josh Garver opened by saying that he appreciated 
the opportunity to speak on Franklin SWCD’s behalf on this matter.  He stated that he was filling 
in for Jennifer Fish, who was unable to attend.  Josh distributed a letter to the members that 
describes the hardship the new requirements of the state match policy will place on the Franklin 
District.  Josh went on to explain that the District is very large and have many funders and 
accounts.  Dorothy Farris was asked to clarify why the exemption was needed.  She stated that 
the new State Match policy now requires all match-able dollars received be deposited in the 
Districts Special fund within 30 days and Franklin SWCD feels this is not possible due to current 
county policy.  There was discussion that this may set a precedent for others to follow and also 
ask for exemptions. There was also discussion as to whether the County knows of the issue and if 
the SWCD had explored solutions with the County or if the SWCD has calculated in detail as to 
what the true costs of compliance with the match policy would be. Mr. Knapke stated that many 
businesses get creative when faced with dilemmas.  After much discussion there was a motion 
made by Larry Vance to accept Franklin SWCD’s Request for Exemption.  It would be a 1 year 
exemption and the SWCD was encouraged to use the time to look for solutions on how to 
comply.  Further exemptions will need to be brought back before the commission at that time.  
Fred Cash seconded.  Motion passed with Bill Knapke voting against the motion. 
 
 
Form 11 Revisions:  Dorothy Farris presented a revised Form 11 to the Commission for their 
review.  She stated that the form was recently updated by the Program Specialists per recent 
changes to the State Match Policy.  Dorothy explained that the instructions were clarified and on 
the back of the form we begin to ask for financial status to comply with changes per the revised 
State Match Policy.  There was some discussion on what would be required for the Franklin 
SWCD exemption and it was decided a copy of these minutes plus a letter from the Commission 
would be required documentation. 
  
 
Update on Conservation Assistance Grants:  Dorothy Farris stated that all 3 Districts 
receiving the Assistance Grant have submitted there quarterly update and each member had 
received a copy.  It was noted those three Districts are Morgan, Noble and Lucas.  Chief Bailey 
informed the Board that Program Specialist Chad Amos was present if there were questions on 
either Morgan or Noble report and Program Specialist Jeff Ankney was present if there were 



questions about the Lucas SWCD report.  Tom Price stated the he is very pleased with the 
reports and the effort that goes in to them, the other members agreed. 
 
 
Progress on Annual Plan of Work Template:  Dorothy Farris updated the Commission on the 
progress with the Annual Plan of Work development.  She mentioned that a small committee led 
by Program Specialist Chad Amos, including SWCD DPA’s had worked on and prepared a draft 
template.  Information had been gathered from SWCD staff and the State DPA meeting back in 
September.  Originally we were thinking of just creating standards, but the father into the process 
it was realized that many Districts were looking for a template. Chad had developed a template 
for the Districts to utilize; it will be a minimum that will be needed.  Districts who are currently 
doing more than the minimum can continue as is.  Chad also looked at how the current SWIMS 
program could be used by the Districts to aid in the Annual Plan of Work.  Several examples 
were prepared and shared using the current SWIMS Planner module.  Larry Vance noted that he 
really liked the ideas because it is a way for Districts to measure their own progress. 
 
 
Presentation on WLEB Programs:  Kip Studer, ODNR, presented a PowerPoint with an 
update of programs going on in the WLEB.  The first program was Lake Erie NRP, which is. 
$1.2 million set to end on March 1st, 2015.  The second program is the GLRI NRP, which is $5.9 
million set to end in November 2015.  Kip then concluded his presentation with the RCPP 
program, which is $17 million and runs for 5 years thru 2019.  This is a multi-state project with 
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan and is funded thru NRCS.  Michelle Lohstroh added that the 
strength of the RCPP is in the partnerships. 
 
 
Agency Reports 
 
OSU College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Science:  No report 
 
USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service:  Michelle Lohstroh opened by saying the 
Linc Pass software is critical and that all participated, including NRCE and District employees 
must follow the rules.  Recent changes at NRCS included the retirement of Mike Monin, State 
Engineer, who retired in December.  NRCS is currently working to replace him and in other 
news Randy Jordan was promoted to Business Manager for Ohio NRCS.  Michelle also 
announced that she will be retiring on April 3rd, 2015. 
 
USDA – Farm Service Agency: Brandi Koehler announced that 2015 is the 30th Anniversary of 
CRP program and the 15th Anniversary of the LE CREP on May 1st of this year.  She then went 
on to state that currently there are 272,000+ acres enrolled in CRP and that is down 9,500 acres 
and 1,000 contracts from last year.  There are still adjustments being made to those figures. The 
CRP program will have approximately 27,000 additional acres expiring at the end of 2015.  Lake 
Erie CREP added 3,700 acres last year. 
 
OEPA: Russ Gibson stated that Ohio EPA was expecting some announcement soon to several 
water quality projects, one for the Maumee River for sediment reduction and a second one in the 



Sandusky River watershed to continue some work there.  Russ also committed that they are 
currently working with several SWCD Districts on special grants and that they are great to work 
with.  Fred Cash committed that it is great having Ohio EPA at the meetings and providing 
dialogue. 
 
ODA: No Report 
 
ODNR: No Report 
 
OFSWCD: The OFSWCD continues to finalize plans for the Winter Meeting scheduled for 
February 22-24 in Columbus.  Mindy Bankey noted that there are 450+ participants at this time 
and it has a great agenda.  It will be a busy and exciting meeting, she added. 
 
OASWCDE: Bonnie Dailey reported that she is the new Treasurer of the Employees 
Association and that the Association recently filled two open positions.  Bonnie encouraged all 
to become a member of the Association and invited everyone to attend the OFSWCDE meeting 
after the lunch on Monday, Feb. 23rd at the OFSWCD Winter meeting.  They are working on 
bylaw changes, including eliminating the Term Limits currently set.  Changes are also coming to 
the Catastrophic Leave Program, a committee is now being chaired by Mike Libben for this 
program.  The association is continuing offer a newsletter and updates on the web site. 
 
There was a brief discussion on the upcoming Joint Board Task Force Meeting.  Larry Vance 
noted that he wanted to make sure that this task force would not include any discussion of 
District consolidation, as that was not to be included and past minutes reflected this also. 
 
The two Commission vacancies were also questioned.  Michael Bailey stated that no 
appointments have been made and this time.  Chief Bailey did inform the Commission that Bill 
Knapke was officially reappointed to the Commission. 
 
The next meeting will be held on April 16th. 
 
Being no further business before the commission, Fred Cash moved to adjourn the meeting at 
12:42 a.m. Bill Knapke seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 


