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Rinsing of equipment and utensils after cleaning and sanitizing

In 2009, Section 4-904.14 was added to the FDA Model Food Code to allow for equipment
and utensils to be rinsed after they have been cleaned and sanitized in a ware washing
machine. The application of a post-sanitizing rinse is restricted to ware washing machines
because there will be little opportunity for contamination of the potable water rinse if
applied within the confines of a compliant ware washing machine. Provided the
sanitization is achieved before the rinse is applied and as long as any chemicals are used
in accordance with an EPA-registered label, the sanitary state of utensils and equipment
should not be altered by applying a potable water rinse after the required final sanitizing
rinse within a ware washing machine.

In view of this change and in anticipation of the update to the Ohio Uniform Food Safety
Code, it is our opinion that licensed food service operations and retail food
establishments in Ohio be allowed to immediately utilize NSF-approved ware washing
machines with a post-sanitizing rinse that comply with the Administrative Code.

The following addition to the Administrative Code was approved by the Retail Food Safety
Advisory Council in November 2011 and has been proposed to the Public Health Council
for adoption:

3717-1-4.8 Equipment, utensils, and linens: protection of clean items.
(J) Rinsing Equipment and Utensils after Cleaning and Sanitizing.

After being cleaned and sanitized, equipment and utensils shall not be rinsed before air
drying or use unless:

(1)The rinse is applied directly from a potable water supply by a ware washing machine
that is maintained and operated as specified under rules 3717-1-04.1 and 3717-1-04.4 of
the Administrative Code; and
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(2) The rinse is applied only after the equipment and utensils have been sanitized by the
application of hot water or by the application of a chemical sanitizer solution whose EPA
registered label use instructions call for rinsing off the sanitizer after it is applied in a
commercial ware washing machine.

It has come to our attention that there is a sanitizer available with an EPA registered label
that allows for a post-sanitizing rinse in a ware washing machine.

This “Letter of Opinion” was reviewed and recommended by the Retail Food Safety
Advisory Council at their June 12, 2012 meeting.
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